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The  Russell  Schoolhouse 

The  following  two  paragraphs  are  from  a  letter  that  was  written 
on  December  14,  1941  by  Isabel  E.  Wedeman  (wife  of  John  Murray 
Russell,  oldest  brother  of  WAR)  to  Eleanor  P.  Jones: 


On  October  25,  1882,  Johnny  &  I  were  married  and  went  to  Ohio 
to  visit  his  cousins  there  as  he  said  he  had  always  replyed  to 
their  inyitations  years  before,  'Ill  make  that  my  wedding  trip.' 
Therefore  it  was  arranged  between  us  to  go  there  and  Johnny  had 
your  mother  write  them  that  we  would  be  there, — The  family  con¬ 
sisted  of  James  A.  Bruce  &  wife  Christina,  Maggie  &  Mina, --his 
sisters. 


I  had  met  Maggie  &  Jenny  Bruce  several  times  when  they  had 
visited  at  the  Russell  house.  Also  Mrs.  Byall  who  visited  there 
some  years  later  Had  also  met  Will  Liddell  there  when  I  was  quite 
young  going  to  school  with  Maggie  &  Teana  Russell  John  &  Jim 
[brothers  and  sisters  of  WAR]  at  the  Russell  School  house,  down 
across  the  bridge  from  the  Russell  house;  later  moved  down  near 
the  forks  of  the  road." 


HL??  "The  forks  of  the  road'  that’s  what  we  always 

called  the  Crystal  Lake  Road. . .  the  intersection  of  the  Crysta' 
Lake  Road  and  the  road  to  Carbondale.  The  school  that  she's 
[Isabel  E.  Wedeman]  talking  about  down 
road  is  the  one  I  went  to, 


Squirrel 


near  the 
Academy . " 


forks  of  the 


SRP:  Did  you  say  that  Margaret  MacMillan  taught  in  the  Russell 

Schoolhouse?" 

HLRP:  "i  don't  know  if  she  taught  here  [in  the  Russell  Schoolhouse] 
or  down  at  the  other  school.  I  know  that  when  the  weather 
was  bad  she  used  to  stay  here  [at  The  Homestead]  so  she  may 
have  taught  out  here . "  * 


